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Dear Legend Springs Families, 

Thank you for supporting the Legend Springs first annual Read-A-Thon Fundraiser the week of March 3, 2017. We 
successfully raised over $32,700 in donations towards our goal of 1:1 student to technology device ratio.  We also want to 
give a special thanks to our PTA and parent volunteers for spending time the morning of the Read-A-Thon counting the 
funds that were raised through the Read-A-Thon fundraiser.  We couldn't have done it without everyone's support. Your 
generous donations will make a positive impact on learning for every student at Legend Springs!  
Our students in third through sixth grade will begin taking the AZ Merit state assessment next week.  The assessment will 
measure learning in English language arts and mathematics at their grade level. In addition, our fourth grade students are 
also assessed in Science.  For more info about AZ Merit, please visit the AZ Merit Portal at http://azmeritportal.org/   

Please follow these tips to support your child as they find success:  

1. Students are encouraged to eat a nutritious breakfast each morning.  
2. Please help to ensure your child gets a good night’s sleep.  
3. Reassure your child they have the ability to shine! Help them find their can-do attitude and share positive 

thoughts with your child each day they will be testing. 

Warm Regards, 

Jennifer Minor, M.Ed. 
Principal 
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KINDERGARTEN 

With the third quarter complete, we are 
celebrating our Kindergarten kids and all they 
have learned thus far. Students are mastering the 
Kindergarten sight words and are moving on to 
the first grade lists, participating in leveled 
reading groups, and are making great gains in 
reading using RAZ kids. Special thanks to our PTA 
who paid for the program. We had so much fun 
dressing as our favorite literary characters for the 
Read-a-Thon! Kindergarten had two costume 
winners, Bryghton Sutak from Ms. Crane's class 
and Landon Jones from Mrs. Wells' class. We are 
also seeing great problem solving skills in math as 
children are working on solving story problems 
using a picture, number sentence/equation and 
an answer with a label. We love using technology 
in math and recently have learned to use Fetch 
Lunch Rush, an augmented reality app. This is an 
iPhone app that we are using on our iPads that 
you can download and use at home too. There are 
more than five levels of difficulty so children in 
grades K-2 can benefit. Check it out in the app 
store and be sure to print out the game pieces. 
This would be fun for the whole family. We have 
been learning from our wonderful community 
members each month! We practice Yoga/ Zumba 
with Olivia Templeton aka Grandma O, volunteer 
Legend Springs parent who is also a college-level 
instructor at Glendale Community College and 
this month we learned about bike safety from Fire 
Pal Matt Bender. We couldn't do all that we do 
without their help and the help of all our Kinder 
volunteers! They are helping the children during 
centers so we can meet with small groups and 
focus on targeted reading skills with the little 
people. We are looking forward to our upcoming 
field trip to the Wildlife World Zoo and are very 
excited about the animal projects we will be 
working on next month! So much learning and 
fun is taking place in Kinder! 

  

FIRST GRADE 

First grade had a great time on our recent field 
trip to the beautiful Desert Outdoor Center at 
Lake Pleasant.  We learned about the desert 
habitat and animals as we took a nature hike 
where we looked for animal tracks and listened 
for animal sounds. We were engaged 
paleontologists in an excavation for fossils and 
learned about impact monsters and ways we can 
preserve our environment.  We are moving into 
our geometry and time unit in math as we learn 

about attributes of 2-D and 3-D shapes, part-
whole relationships within composite shapes, 
fractions, and applications of halves to tell time.  
We had a great time during 2017 field day as we 
worked together as a team and displayed good 
sportsmanship.  We also want to celebrate and 
thank all of your efforts in supporting our 1st 
Annual Read-a-Thon. 

 
SECOND GRADE 

Things are buzzing in second grade! We are 
exploring insects - what are they, why are they 
important? We will be doing an engineering 
design process project involving pollination. We 
will showcase our project at STEAM night in May! 
In math we have been exploring arrays. Learning 
arrays builds the foundation for multiplication. 
After spring break we will be graphing and 
measuring. We will build upon all of the strategies 
we have learned all year.  
We will continue to focus on reading fluency. 
Fluency incorporates many things - rate, accuracy 
and comprehension. Continue to read nightly with 
your child! Your partnership at home makes a 
huge difference in the classroom! 

 

THIRD GRADE 

The month of March finds the third grade 
students wrapping up the Read to the Final Four 
Literacy Challenge.  Our students have been 
working hard since January to improve their 
literacy skills using a web-based reading program 
called MyOn.  The students were extremely 
motivated by both the book selections they had 
access to on this program, as well as the 
competition that mimicked the NCAA March 
Madness tournament.  Although we did not make 
it to the Final Four, we here at Legend Springs our 
beyond proud of our students for making it all the 
way to the Sweet Sixteen by reading over 130,000 
minutes!  As a way to celebrate their success in 
this competition, all third grade students at 
Legend Springs have been invited to attend the 
NCAA Final Four Fan Fest on March 31.  We are all 
looking forward to this amazing opportunity!  The 
third grade team would like to thank our parents 
for their support at home and a special thanks to 
our fifth grade EQ Ambassadors for their 
encouragement throughout the competition. 
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FOURTH GRADE 

Fourth grade is now posting daily assignments on 
the home page of the fourth grade website.  You 
will find a link called “Weekly Assignments” on the 
left hand side of the page under Grade Level 
Welcome.  Daily assignments will be posted from 
the classroom. This new feature provides 
information to both students and parents and will 
clear up any confusion on what is due when.  
Students are still responsible for filling out their 
planner daily and communicating upcoming 
events at home.   

 

 

FIFTH GRADE 

Over the past two months our fifth graders have 
become citizens of JA BizTown. During this time 
students have learned the importance of personal 
finance as well as the role financial institutions 
play in our economy. The students have learned 
how to manage their personal finances by filling 
out deposit slips, writing checks, using debit 
cards, and recording their transactions in a check 
register. Also, each student filled out a job 
application, participated in a job interview, and 
voted for their very own JA BizTown Mayor and 
DJ.  Students are excited to use their newly 
acquired skills during their simulation at BizTown 
on March 31. While at BizTown they will act as 
business leaders, consumers, and members of the 
community having to work together to achieve 
their goals. Each year we have such an amazing 
time watching the students make connections 
between what they are doing within the 
simulation and what actually happens in the “real” 
world. 

 
SIXTH GRADE 

The xixth grade is gearing up for our first annual 
STEAM night on May 4!  Writing and Math are 
teaming up to create a math video challenge.  
Students have been assigned to teams of four.  
Each team has chosen a math problem to solve.  
Once the problem has been solved, the students 
will apply this to a real world situation.  The 
students will take part in the creative process of 
making a video, starting with developing a 
storyboard, to writing a script, to filming and 

editing their piece until they have a finished 
product.  Final products will be posted to a 
YouTube channel where we, the members of 
Legend Springs, can vote on the best video.  In 
addition, students are creating Science Fair 
projects.  They must develop an original idea, 
follow through with their experimentation, and 
showcase their findings using technology.  All of 
those in attendance at the STEAM night will be 
able to see the students' findings using a QR 
code.   We look forward to seeing all of you 
there!! 

 

PTA 

On behalf of the PTA, we want to say THANK YOU 
to our parents, students and staff for all your 
support with the Read-a-Thon. It was because of 
all your hard work we were able to reach our goal 
and raise $32,000 towards school technology. 
Also a special shout-out to the volunteers who 
helped on the day of the event.  We are so 
grateful for all your time and donations to this 
fundraiser! 
You won't want to miss the fun! The PTA is 
hosting the Annual Fun Festival on Friday, March 
31, from 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. There will be a silent 
auction, Southwest Airlines ticket raffle, bounce 
houses, carnival games, rides, food trucks, cake 
walk, inflatables, sno cones, fun and more!   
Please join us for a restaurant fundraiser at Peter 
Piper Pizza in Arrowhead on Thursday, April 27, 
from 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  The PTA receives 15% 
of total sales on food, beverage and tokens.  

 

MUSIC 

The third quarter was so much fun and now we’re 
looking ahead to our last quarter of the year. 
Updated weekly lesson objectives are posted on 
the music website, as well as videos of student 
learning! 

 Kindergarten and first grade will see how 
music enhances art and literature by reading 
“On Top of Spaghetti” and “I Know an Old 
Lady Who Swallowed a Fly” and learning to 
sing the songs!  They will review rhythms 
learned during the first quarter while play the 
bucket drums.   

 Second graders will have their recorder 
concert on Thursday, April 6 at 6:15 p.m.  
Following their concert they will begin 
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learning to sight sing using solfege syllables 
and round out the year reviewing rhythms. 

 Third graders will begin learning to recognize 
steps and skips in music and learn to sing 
them using solfege syllables.  They will learn 
to compose using the pentatonic scale and 
finish the year by reviewing rhythms. 

 Fourth-sixth graders will focus quite a bit on 
singing, hearing and playing using solfege 
syllables.  They will learn to recognize intervals 
in music by reading and hearing.   

Chorus is working hard to finish up their songs for 
the Spring concert on Thursday, May 4.  They have 
learned choreography and can’t wait to perform 
for you! 

 
CAFETERIA 

A quick reminder for everyone that you can 
receive email notifications when your child's lunch 
account is getting low. Just log onto 
www.ezschoolpay.com and register your child's 
student ID number. You will then be able to edit 
your account to receive an email when your 
child's account reaches the amount you choose. 
This will avoid hand stamps and students 
receiving a "sandwich" when they have no money 
on their account. With summer fast approaching, 
we cannot allow accounts to be negative, so 
please think about utilizing this great feature! 
We would love to hear from you! Please take a 
short survey about school lunches.  Log on to 
DVUSD.org and click on Departments, then Food 
& Nutrition.  We love to hear positive feedback 
but also need to know if there are any questions 
or concerns.  Thank you!  
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, 
please email chris.mahle@dvusd.org or 
trish.roth@dvusd.org or call 623-376-4514. 

 

HEALTH CENTER 

This week has brought warmer weather here at 
Legend Springs.  With the warmer weather, I have 
had a big increase of the number of kids I have 
seen in the nurse’s office for heat related injuries 
and dehydration.  Dehydration occurs when your 
body loses water faster than it can be replaced.  
When we are dehydrated we can feel irritable, 
nauseous, tired, achy, dizzy, have headaches, or 
have trouble focusing.  It is very important for our 
kids to stay hydrated especially when they are 

active.  Kids can lose about two quarts or 64 
ounces daily.  The best way for our students to 
stay hydrated is to drink plenty of water and avoid 
sugary drinks.  It is recommended that we drink a 
minimum of 68 ounces of water a day not 
including coffee, juice, milk, soda or sports drinks.  
The more a person weighs or the more active they 
are means that the body needs more water to stay 
hydrated.  During activity outside it is important 
to drink something every 15 minutes and take 
plenty of breaks in the shade.  Please make sure 
to send a refillable water bottle to school each 
day with your child so that they have access to 
water all day long.  Remind them to stop and take 
a break in the shade and get a drink if they feel 
too warm playing outside.  We want to make sure 
that are students are happy, healthy and safe 
while enjoying the beautiful Arizona weather.     
Nurse Jamie Miller 
623-376-4510 

  

MAKER SPACE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Maker Space is in the library for students during 
lunch recess.  It is a place for kids to learn new 
and exciting creative things! Classrooms have 
STEM and the library puts an A into STEM to 
create STEAM for the ARTS learning. From 
tinkering with electronics to making paper beads 
and roses from recycled paper, to making pipe 
cleaner jewelry and more. Legend Springs is 
creating fun educational and learning 
opportunities for student at lunch recess.   
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